Message For National Disability Employment Awareness Month

In 1945, President Harry S. Truman recognized the tremendous potential of individuals with disabilities by designating the first week in October as National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week.  Since that time this observance has been extended and titled National Disability Employment Awareness Month.  This year’s theme, “America Works Best When All Americans Work,” emphasizes President Bush’s commitment to economic opportunity for all Americans, and builds on his New Freedom Initiative that has dramatically increased opportunities for disabled persons to be fully integrated into the Nation’s workforce.

The more recent passage, implementation and enforcement of the Americans with Disabilities Act enhanced accessibility and the elimination of barriers to work.  Nevertheless, much more is required to fully eliminate workplace discrimination and ensure equal job opportunities for people with disabilities.  Despite their desire to work, two-thirds of all working-age Americans with severe disabilities are unemployed.  The U.S. Department of Transportation reaffirms our commitment to integrate individuals with disabilities into our workforce and make responsible plans and transportation policies that will facilitate appropriate inclusion in government and private industry.  The need for access to adequate transportation cannot be overstated.  This one factor is often the critical element in obtaining employment by people with disabilities.  We must not allow a need for accessible transportation to be a barrier that prevents individuals with disabilities from earning a living and having the quality of life we enjoy in our Nation.  


In the Department, we continually strive to be a model employer that provides job opportunities, reasonable accommodation, and a positive work environment for people with disabilities.  As individuals and public servants, we have both the opportunity and duty to do all that we can to create opportunities for every individual to achieve the American Dream.


Please join me in recognizing and celebrating the many contributions of persons with disabilities, and work with me to more fully utilize this tremendous reservoir of talent.       

Norman Y. Mineta 
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